
 

THE BROCHURE   

PRACTICALLY EVERYTHING ABOUT POWDERPIGS  

 
There are 4 basic parts to the brochure  

 

¶ All about Powderpigs         Page: 
o Description of Powderpigs and what we offer      1   

o Schedule: Dates & times        2 

o Tuition & Fine Print pages        3  

Á The Red Parkas ð both instructors and students wear them  

during lessons for safety & fun!  

Á Fine Print page ð important policies & protocols.    4 

o Daily Life in Powderpigs ð òhow toõsó & routines of lesson days.  7 

 

¶ All About The Various Programs:  

o Menu of class es         9   
o Weekend          10  

o Midweek          11  

o Wee Little Pigs ðthe preschool program      12  

Á List of òMUSTSó for preschoolers     13 

o More for Advanced Skiers        14  

o Snowboard program         15 

o Adults Unlimited ð         16  

o The Instructor Training P rogram      17  

 

¶ Getting signed up          18   
o The application                          See òRegistration 201 1ó on Main Menu   

o òAbout Your Childó Pages for those who already sent in registration page . Also under òRegistration 

201 1ó 

o òTell Us About Your Childó       18 

¶ Getting ready for the season        21  
o Clothing         21  

o Helmets          23  

o Ski Equipment         24  

o Ski Boots          27  

o Snowboard Equipment        15  

o Powderpigs & Alpine Hut        29  

o Season Passes         30  

 

 

Questions?   Just email them to < thinksnow@powderpigs.com> 
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POWDERPIGS ð WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE ARE ALL ABOUT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ultimate goal is to provide a program in which  every  student can  enjoy the process of acquiring the skills 

of skiing and snowboarding as they be come competent and confident on the slopes.   

Our instructors are selected from individuals  who have shown real enthusiasm for working with children as 

well as skiing and snowboarding.  Each fall, our staff participates in the fall long Powderpig Instructo r Training 

Program.  Weekly dry land clinics are followed by On Snow clinics in December.  These clinics cover the many 

facets of the learning to ski or snowboard process in order to provide each of our students with a happy, safe 

and successful learning e xperience.   

Our students are placed in classes with careful attention given to compatibility with fellow students and a 

real goodness of fit with their instructors.  The information you give us on the application enables us to do this 

job successfully and  gives studentõs instructors the information they need to do their job well.  If you decide to 

join us, please be sure to use the article òTell Us About Your Child ó on page 18 as your guide as you answer the 

questions on the application  (The òAbout Your Childó part of the application will be posted in September).   

All classes begin in the first weeks of January.  (See schedule for exact dates.)  The weekend programs 

run for nine weeks and the midweek programs for eight weeks.  The traditional Powderpig Bre ak falls on 

Presidentõs Day weekend. There will be no classes held on break days so that both Powderpig families and 

Powderpig instructors can plan ski vacations.   Friday evening classes run from 7 PM to 9 PM.  Saturday and 

Sunday classes start at 11 AM a nd end at 4 PM with an hour off for lunch between 1:00 and 2:00.   Wednesday 

and Thursday classes begin at 2 PM and end at 5:30 PM.  Friday morning classes last from 10 AM to 1:30 PM. 

There is a ½ hour break in the middle of each midweek lesson.  Parents a re asked to meet their children for  

these  breaks.  

The Pigpen, our ski school lodge and headquarters , will be available for weekend students and their 

families during ski school hours.  Midweek classes meet  on the main floor  at the main lodge at Summit Cen tral.   

All programs include  skiing or snowboarding safety, etiquette of the slopes, mountain safety, and equipment 

care along with the skills of the snow sport; and  are tailored to the age and stage of the studentõs level of 

experience and understanding.  

The Powderpig Brochure  is also your òPowderpig Handbook & Survival Guideó.  If you have questions 

after reading through the brochure or have trouble finding specific information, just email us at 

thinksnow@powderpigs.com.   We will be glad to help you find the information you need!  

 

Welcome to Powderpigs!  

This is our 4 2nd  year of providing childre n 

with ski lessons and, the 1 6 th  year of 

snowboard lessons.  Although the majority of 

our Powderpigs are school -aged children, we 

also have ski lessons for preschoolers and ski 

and snowboard lessons for Powderpig parents 

and friends.  It has been both thri lling and 

challenging to put together the very best 

learning experience we can for each of our 

Powderpigs throughout the years.  
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Weekend programs:  times      first day    break   last day  
Friday  Eve               7 PM  -   9 PM    Jan. 6    Feb. 17 Mar.  16 

Saturday               11 AM -  4 PM    Ja n. 7   Feb. 1 8 Mar.  10 

Sunday                 11 AM -  4 PM     Jan. 8   Feb. 19 Mar.  11 

  

Midweek programs:  times       first day  break   last day  
Wednesday            2:00 PM -  5:30 PM    Jan.  11   Feb. 22 March   14 

Thursday                2:00 PM -  5:30  PM     Jan.  12  Feb. 23 Mar.   15  

Friday AM               10:00 AM -  1:30 PM    Jan.  13   Feb. 24 Mar.   16 

OUR PROGRAMS:  The details of the various programs can be found in the following pages  

¶ CLASSES FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN ð THE BASIC PROGRAM  offere d Wednesday ð Sunday. 

¶ WEE LITTLE PIGS FOR PRESCHOOLERS See article on page 12- 13.  

o òMOM/DAD Nõ MEó f or 3 year olds ð Must be 3 by Sept .1  See Wee Little Pigs  article for 

details of this program  offered  on Saturdays and Sundays for our 3 year olds.  Before en rolling 

your 3 year old please read about the Mom/Dad nõ Me class in the article about the Wee Little Pigs  and 

ponder th e list of òprerequisitesó in the òLearning to ski in a small group Readiness  Must List ó carefully.  

o WEE LITTLE PIGS f or 4 & 5 year olds:  Available: Wed , Thurs , Friday AM,   Fri PM for 5 

year olds and second year 4 year olds.  Saturdays & Sundays are available for all preschoolers.  

Please read articles in Wee Little Pigs & Tell Us About Your Child with  care  before enrolling your child.    

¶ MI DWEEK PROGRAM   Wednesday and Th ursday afternoons and Friday mornings . (Pg. 11) 

¶ SNOWBOARD PROGRAM  Lessons available for kids ages 7 & up and for parents & friends . (Pg. 15) 

¶ OPTIONS FOR ADVANCED SKIERS   (Pg. 14). 

¶ LESSONS FOR ADULTS   Available Friday evenin gs, Saturdays and Sundays.  (Pg. 16) 

PARENT MEETING FOR PARENTS OF NEW POWDERPIGS :  the m eetings for the parents of  Powderpigs 

are scheduled for the parents of first year preschoolers on Tuesday, December 6 and the meeting for 

the parent of school age stud ents is on Thursday, Dec. 8 .  These meetings begin  at  7:30 PM  and are held  

at the Preston  Community Center.   This meeting is strongly recommended  and downright mandatory  for 

parents  of  first year preschoolers. They are not recommended for children.  If you are unable to attend one of 

th ese meetings, please contact us.  

How to Sign Up   
Print out an application form  by selecting  òRegistration 201 2ó from the main menu on <powderpigs.com >.    

¶ Please use the article, òTell Us About Your Child ó (on page 18) as your guide as you fill ou t the òAbout 

Your Child  pages of the application  which will be posted in  late  September .  This article  explains and 

expands on the òMore About Your Childó questions we ask in the application. The information you give us 

about your chil d on the application helps us to form compatible, well balanced classes and to create a 

happy, successful learning experience for your  child.  

 

DATES & TIMES  

 

POWDERPIGS 

2012 
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TUITION FOR 20 12   

Program             Price   W/ Parka            

Kids:  

Friday evening       $3 95          $4 80        

Sat/Sun              $5 15          $600          

Midweek              $460   $5 45 

Adult :  

  Friday eve   $235  

  Sat or Sun       $345  

Choose the method of payment that best fits your needs:  

¶ Deposit of $2 75 with application with balance due  by Dec. 1  

¶ Payment in full with application.   
¶ $50  of the tuition is a nonrefundable registration/processing fee.  

Send registrations to:  Powderpigs Ltd.   P.O. Box 916   Preston  WA  98050  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your Powderpig needs a Powderpig parka, add $85 .    

When you o rder a parka , you will receive a òpick ôem upó card with your confirmation packet.  You can 

then take it to your nearest Alpine Hut and swap it for a Powderpig parka in the correct size.  As soon 

as the parkas arrive and & we can get them delivered to your  nearest Alpine Hut, we will post the news 

on <Powderpigs.com> - just watch for òParka Newsó on the main menu.    

If you already have a fire  engine red parka with no exter nal trim of another color  and wish to use it, 

we will provide the Powderpig patch.   

SAFETY ALERT :  If your child s parka has a hood, make sure it is removable or  can be folded into 

itself and fasted down securely.  Hoods and Chairlifts can be a risky combination . 
 

 

These bright red parkas 

are  for  

safety  
as well as being  

a fine old  

Powderpig tr adition.  
  

  

We ask that all  our students wear the    

Powderpig parka during classes .Larryõs class ô72 
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Fine Print Page s:  

The òNitty Grittiesó of how we do things: 

REFUNDS are prorated for lessons cancelled without make -ups by the Ski School.  Refunds are not 

available for missed lessons, nor are missed lessons deductible from tuition still owed.  Tuition is 

refundable through Oct. 15.  After Oct. 15  there is a $50 non refundab le processing/ 

registration fee per child .  No refunds after Jan. 1.  

ABSENCES:  Please call or email us and let us know if you are going to be absent from a lesson 

as soon as you know.  This helps us get classes out on time and makes the make - up program 

possible.  

MAKE- UPS:  Absences may be made up on a space and time available basis .   To request a weekend 

make-up, please email <powderpigs.com > or call the office at 425 392 7277 no later than 5 PM the 

Wednesday evening before the weekend you would like the make-up.   

Leave the following information:  

Á That you are contacting us about a make up,  

Á Your Powderpig's name, regular day and instructor  

Á The day you would like to do the make up.   

Make- ups ð When and Who  
Á Weekend make ups are available weeks 2 ð 8.  We do not schedule make -ups for the first or last 

weekends of ski school.  

Á Make-ups for weekend students are available only on weekends.  

Á Make-ups for midweek students are available during midweek and can be arranged through the 

midweek director.  

Á Make-ups for first year preschoolers available after  the break.  

Á Please remember, make - ups are reserved exclusively for illness, family emergencies and 

VERY BEST friendõs birthday party. 

Make- Up Policy  
Á If your child should miss a lesson because of illness, and ôtis far better to miss a lesson because of 

suspected illness than for a child to be on the mountain miserable and possibly more susceptible to 
accident.   Our policy is to invite you to come up on another weekend we operate  (or midweek day we hold 
classes in case of a midweek studentõs absence) and we will put your Powderpig in an appropriate class  on a 
space available in an appropriate class basis . However, we will not crowd a class for a make -up, thus 
insuring that we will not crowd your childõs class for another childõs make-up.  This is why it is so 
important to report any absences as soon as you know about them.  Because it takes quite a bit of 
time  and effort  to place a child in a  make-up class so it will work for both the child doing the make up and 
the host class, we  are unable to accommodate make -up requests that come later than 5 PM Wed  before  
the weekend of the make up .  

Á Make- ups for Preschoolers:  In our experience , preschoolers who are first year  skiers benefit 
dramatically more from make -ups after the first ½ of the season when skiing skills have been 
acquired and the environment is more familiar.   For this reason, we ask you to wait until after 
the break when your preschooler is skiing on their own before requesting a make -up. 

 

Make- ups are available the same season as the absence ONLY.  
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Cancellations and Late Start Days:  If the weatherman should decree inclement weather and 

we are unable to operate or must begin lessons a little late , we will announce the change of plans on 

<powderpigs.com> and on our 425 -392 -7277 message phone line  just as soon as we hear about the 

changes.  Ordinarily, the message for Friday evenings will be available by 4 PM of that  afternoon  and 

for  Saturday and Sunday by 8:15 of the morning involved. For Wednesday and Thursday afternoon 

classes by 11AM  of the afternoon involved. For Friday morning classes by 7:30 AM  that morning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Confirmation and "Pick 'em Up Cards"  
Confirmations are sent out automatically with the completion of the registration process.  Pick  ôem up cards are 

sent out as soon as we know exactly when the childrenõs parkas will be in the stores.  This news will be posted in 

òLatest Newsó as soon as we have that information.   If you have ordered a parka by indicating it when you 

registered on li ne or have emailed in an order for the parka, you will receive a parka "pick 'em up card" which you 

can swap for the parka at Alpine Hut in Seattle or Gerkõs ski & Cycle in Redmond.  Parkas should be available in  

November  this year .   

Important Parent Meet ings for all NEW  Powderpig parents  
Meeting  date  for  the parents of  first year Powderpigs will be  announced in the fall when we have had the 

opportunity to reserve our meeting place.  We will have lots of information about getting ready for lessons, 

what you can expect from your Powderpig experience (and some of the things you probably canõt : ) and all about 

how classes work,  the  Powderpig òdayó & daily routines and why we do it all the way we do.  We will also talk 

about equipment, clothing, safety and th e òfueling and hydration of Powderpigs for optimum fun and 

performance ó.  Bring any questions we have not yet answered and come meet us.  Please contact us at 

thinksnow@powderpigs.com if you are unable to jo in us for this important get together.  

 

 

 

 

Preston Community Center  
8625 310 th  SE  -   Preston WA 98050  

At 7:30 PM  
Map and directions available  

under  

òDirectionsó 

on main menu on 

<powderpigs.com>  

LAST MINUTE CHANGES OF SCHEDULE :  
Sometimes weather, power outages or road 

conditions precipitate a last minute change of 

plans.  If you think condi tions look iffy on the 

way up, check the Powderpig phone message line 

for any last minute news. We get that news on 

the line and post any changes of schedule as soon 

as we hear about them.  Phone first.  

 

 

WHEN W E MUST CANCEL SKI SCHOOL,  we make 

up the lesson by tacking it on to the end of the 

season.  For example:  if a Saturday is rained out, 

the make -up lesson would be Saturday, March 17.  

When Summit Central is closed  we will cancel for 

that day.  

 

   

   Low Temp 

     4.5Ě f 

   Not  ò45Ěó.  

One of seve ral reasons  

we might decide not to 

hold lessons!  
h  h  h  h  h  h  h 
h 
 

 

 

 

   

 

Č 
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Just let us know! 
 

Problems?  Questions?  Suggestions?  

Your concerns are som ething we need to hear about.  Even i f you only think  something might  not be 

working for your Powderpig, Please cont act us right away, before it h as a chance to develop into a 

problem.   If you are not sure, email us. We can put our heads together  and figure it out. Only with 

your help can we really do the best job for your child.  If there is already a problem, the soon er we 

know about it the sooner we can take care of it.  Email us at thinksnow@powderpigs.com  (this is the 

best way to reach us) or call 425 392 7277.  If you do not hear back from us within a day, email or call 

again.  Sometimes communications on the mountain get interrupted by mysterious atmospheric or 

weather conditions when cell or portable phones and internet connections are involved!    

 

SOME USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS AND WEB SITES:  

ü HI GHWAY INFO:      511  

ü CASCADE SKI REPORT     206 -634 -0200  

ü www.powderpigs.com                         That would be us!  

ü www.summitatsnoqualmie.com          The Summit  at Snoqualmie (Area web site)  

ü www.skiwashington.com                      Ski reports for Washington  

ü http://www.wrh.noa a.gov/seattle/    NOAA weather forecasts  

ü http://wsdot.wa.gov/ traffic/passes/ snoqualmie   D.O.T. road conditions & cams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When things  get 

complicated. . .  

  Or a bit overwhelming  

And you would like some HELP 
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Powderpigs® Ltd., A Ski School for Children operates as a 

concessionaire under a U.S. Forest Service permit issued to Ski Lifts,  

Inc. which operates Alpental, S ummits West, Centr al and East, 

partially within the Mt Baker - Snoqualmie National Forest . Powderpigs is 

an equal opportunity organization & provides employment, services and 

privileges regardless of race, color, creed, sex, religion, age or 

national origin.   

 
PARTNERS IN WINTER RECREATION  

mailto:thinksnow@powderpigs.com


 

Navigating Everyday Powderpig Life  
 

On The First Day of Ski School . . .  
  

On the first day of ski school we suggest that you come at least an hour early so you  will find room in 

the parking lot & then  have plenty of time to find a place to put your things, locate the bathrooms, 

maybe grab a snack, and explore a bit. Class assignments can be found listed on the computer lists 

posted both in and outside the Pigpen.  If you have questions or would like some help, we will be at 

òCommand Centraló at the table across the room as you come into the Pigpen.  

 

Ordinarily, the children will meet the instructor at the class sign about 5 minut es before the hour and 

leave to go skiing at 11:00 sharp on Saturdays and Sundays and 7:00 Friday nights.  There will be a five 

minute warning bell so we can all run on "Powderpig Timeó. 

Midweek students meet for class on the main floor (look for the Powde rpig flag) in the main lodge at 

Summit Central.  See Midweek Program article  for further details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snacks and Lunch ð keeping your Powderpig fueled:  

Our starting time on Saturdays and Sundays , 11:00 a.m. puts some of our Powder­pigs into t heir 

lessons and half way up the hill just as their inner alarm clocks and stomachs say, òLUNCHTIME! 

HUNGRY!!ó Be sure to feed your child a substantial snack and something to drink especially if he/she 

usually eats between 11:00 and 12:00 or has a short hu nger fuse. So many children have dietary 

restrictions because of allergy or other reasons, that we have instructed our staff not to share any 

food with their students. Putting snacks into pockets or in a day pack where your child can find it 

easily is also  a good idea. 

 

 

We ask that parents deliver their children to their class signs  at least a few 

minutes before class time and to be there a few minutes before class is supposed to end.  

This way the classes can go o ut on time and no child will experience the fearful anxiety of 

thinking they have been left  behind at lunch or at the end of the day .  This is important both 

at the beginning and end of the day as well as at lunch time.  Again, thank you for your help.   
 

Harryõs Class 

Early 1970ies  
We had class 

signs then too! 

then too!  

7 

And the  

Red Parkas! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch is a picnic affair  because we're so far from food services. The Pigpen is crowded. But it is a 

friendly crow d and not unbearable during lunch. Many families head down to their vehicles for a 

peaceful lunchtime  on those days when everyone decides to dine inside . We have tried to figure out a 

way to stagger lunch hours and reduce the crowd without some parents spending half the day inside 

monitoring their various childrenõs lunches, but to no avail. Suggestions are welcome.  

Because of the increasing numbers of instructors who are also Powderpig parents,  who must also 

get through lunch and get their own kids ready to go back to class and  be at their signs in time for 

their students, we reserve the kitchen for staff  and their  families  during lunch.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, sledding is NOT  allowed in the ski area.  This is not only an Area safety rule, it is 
also a United States Forest Service policy.  Thank you for your help with this.  
 

 

 

If children have a hard time carrying 

their equipment up  from the car they will 

not have much energy left for learning to 

ski.  

Your patience, good humor, help and a 

little red sled can make a big difference in 

how the rest o f the day goes for you and 

your child.  

Plastic sleds from Toys R Us or your 

favorite sports store (prices range $15 to 

$20) help get all your belongings up the 

hill and give you  an excellent off the 

snow seat for sunny day picnics.  

 

 

 

A LOVELY SUNNY LUNCH TIME  
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